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Do the Rabbis Teach True Judaism? 
by Solomon Birnbaum 

l: 1: people often complain about the 
O high price that is being exacted of 

them for being Jews. "Look at 
us," they say, "are we not terribly per-
secuted? Is it possible to pay a heavier 
1., rice for the cause of Judaism ?" 

But this complaint is unjustified. Jews 
never had to pay a price for being Jews. 
just the contrary. They have always 
been well rewarded for it, provided they 
were truly such. We were never the los-
ers in that transaction, but always the 
gainers. 

We suffer not because we are Jews, 
but because of sin; because we have de-
parted from Judaism :—from the way 
which God had set before our people to 
walk in. 

The word "J ew" is not merely a term 
denoting racial lineage. It stands for a 
definite religious and moral standard, for 
a definite attitude of faith and loyalty to 
God, to His laws, and His promises. Our 
history tells us that our misfortunes date 
exactly from the time when we departed 
front it and substituted for it a Judaism 
entirely foreign to the Bible. Only since 
then did we begin to pay the price. 

And this is what we ourselves many a 
time confess before God in our prayers : 
"Because of our sins have we been driven 
out of our land and have been thrust far 
from our soil . . . ." 

THE TRUE CAUSE OF OUR SUFFERINGS 

The 	v way then for removing the  

hand of punishment from our heads and 
exchanging it into a hand of blessings is 
to turn back to God and to the standard 
which He has ordained : 

Come now, and let us reason together, saith 
the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be as wool. If ye be 
willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good 
of the land: but if ye refuse and rebel, ye 
shall be devoured with the sword: for the 
mouth of the Lord has spoken it (Isaiah 1:18-
20) 

"But is this not taking an exceedingly 
harsh view of the situation ?" One might 
ask. "Modern scholars have come to a 
different conclusion. They have discov-
ered that the cause of our persecution is 
that our Judaism makes us different 
from our neighbors ; and since society re-
sents differentism, it naturally reacts a-
gainst it in the form of persecution. 
However, to he different is no sin ; it is 
just the price of Jewishness." 

To this we can only reply that this is 
not the Bible point of view, and not the 
only point in which some scholars flout 
the Bible. The false prophets have al-
ways been at loggerheads with the proph-
ets of God. Needless to say, those false 
prophets never represented true Judaism. 
although at times they nosed themselves 
into its position laying exclusive claim 
to it. 

HAS RABBINISM PRESERVED JUDAISM? 

But again we hear someone object :  

"Our orthodox Rabbis honestly and sin-
cerely endeavored to preserve Judaism;  
and that is why they made all those rules 
and regulations for us to follow. Without 
them we jews would have long ago dis-
appeared among the Gentiles, and there 
would have been no traces left of us in 
the world at the present time. The fences 
which they raised up around the Law and 
the Jewish people served a very impor-
tant and useful purpose." 

To this the answer is : Our rabbis 
should never have worried about making 
fences in order to preserve the Jews. 
God long before had pledged His word to 
do so. Israel would have remained a na-
don even without the rabbis' help. The 
only thing God required of His people 
was to endeavor to understand His will 
and to obey Him. As it is clearly shown 
in the following: 

Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the sun 
for a light by day, and the ordinances of the 
moon and of the stars for a light by night.... 
If those ordinances depart from me, saith the 
Lord then the seed of Israel shall also cease 
from being a nation before me forever. Thus 
saith the Lord; if heaven above can he mea-
sured and the foundation of the earth searched 
out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed 
nf Israel for all that they have done, saith the 
Lord (Jeremiah 31:35-37). 

The survival of Israel among the Gen-
tiles, therefore, (lid not depend upon the 
rabbis, but it was the Lord's doing! 

But would the Gentiles have treated us 
better or would they have respected us 
more had we been, what you call, true 
Jews ? 

Most assuredly they would! In fact, 
the Gentile attitude was to indicate to us, 
Jews, and to act as a test to. reveal which 
kind of Judaism was genuine, and not our 
own estimation. Moses said : 

Behold, I have taught you statutes and judg-
-ments, even as the LORD my God command-
ed me....Keep therefore and do them; for 
this is your wisdom and your understanding 
in the sight of the nations (Heb. Goyim) 
which shall hear all these statutes, and say, 
Surely this great nation is a wise and under- 
standing people. 	(Deuteronomy 4:5/). 

Why Does God Permit Suffering ? 

We are proud that God will not permit our nation to be destroyed. 
In every generation there have been Pharaohs and Hitlers who have sought 
to destroy Israel; but God has destroyed them and Israel still exists. But why 
does God permit our nation to suffer so? If you would like to read more about 
this, write for a copy of our free pamphlet, "Who Gave Israel to the Robbers?" 
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The test here is : Not wisdom and un-
derstanding in your own eyes but "in the 
eyes of the goyim—the Gentiles." It is 
not for us to say, "Vos waist a goy" 
(What does a Gentile know ?) but rather 
we should be on the alert and watch our-
selves that we may not make the name 
of God a reproach among the Gentiles. 

IS CHASSIDISM TRUE JUDAISM? 

This writer once met a Jewish gentle-
man who appeared to be the last word in 
orthodoxy. Everything about him was 
meticulously according to the specifica-
tions and rules of the rabbis. His hat, his 
peyoth (side curls), his beard, his kaftan 
(long coat) with the girdle, etc., bore all 
the earmarks of synagogue piety. His 
shtreymel (head gear) was a marvel of 
orthodoxy. It had exactly thirteen points 
of tufts of fur around the rim, each tuft 
to symbolize one of the thirteen articles 
of the Jewish Faith. Altogether the sh-
treymel was so large, we had never seen 
the like of it before. The people who 
passed by on the street stared at that 
man in astonishment, shaking their 
heads. 

Now we do not wish at all to be hyper-
critical or to make sport of the orthodox 
Jewish fathers, but let me ask any intelli-
gent Jew : Is this the sort of Judaism 
which the Bible advocates? Is this "your 
wisdom and understanding in the sight 
of the Gentiles," so that the Gentiles 
watching us might exclaim, "Surely this 
great nation is a wise and understanding' 
people ?" Intelligent Jews with one con-
sent cry : "No! The more orthodox we 
are according to this fashion, the more 
ridiculous we make ourselves in the sight 
of the Gentiles ; away therefore with 
such orthodoxy !" 

"What do you really want ?" someone 
might again ask. "You say that orthodox 
Judaism is no good, that Reform Judaism 
is, no good, then what kind of Judaism is 
the proper one ? Do you mean to say that 
we should go back to the days of Moses 
and reestablish the priesthood and the 
sacrifices ? But how can we ? We have 
no Temple in these days; we are in Ga-
luth ?" Although we have our own state 
we are still in the Galuth — most of us 
physically, and all of us spiritually. 

A TRUE JEW — ONE WHO BELIEVES 
GOD'S WORD 

No, my dear friends, we need not turn 
back to the priest and the sacrifice in or-
der to become true Jews. As in the olden 
days, to be a Jew meant to obey the 
words of Moses, God's appointed leader 
of Israel for that age; so for the present 
age the God appointed leader of His peo-
ple is "the Prophet like unto Moses," 
and they who obey Him are the true 
Jews at this present time. Here is what 
Moses himself says about this matter : 

And the Lord said unto me (Moses) ....I 
will raise them up a prophet from among 
their brethren, like unto thee, and will put 
my words in his mouth and he shall speak un-
to them all that 1 shall command him. And 
it shall come to pass that whosoever will not 
hearken unto say words which he shall speak 
in my name, I will require it of him (Deut-
eronomy 18:17-19). 

"That is all very well in theory. But 
who is this prophet like unto Moses ? Is 
he here ? Don't you think I would be glad 
to know him and to follow him ?" 

HOW SHALL WE KNOW HIM? 

God has not left us without the means 
Whereby we might recognize him. One 
of the tests which He put at our dispos-
al is : the words which this prophet shall 
speak. If we can find one claiming our at-
legiance today, of whom it can truly be 
said that the words which he spoke were 
not his own but actually the words which 
"God put into his mouth," then he is that 
prophet, and he it is, who has the right 
to our obedience. 

"Is there such a man for our day ? 
That is all I want to know !" 

A famous J ewish scholar, the late Dr. 
Joseph Klausner, of j erusalem, published 
a book in the closing paragraph of which 
he makes the following statement : 

"In his ethical code there is a sublim-
ity, distinctiveness and originality in 
form unparalleled in any other Hebrew 
ethical code; neither is there any parallel 
to the remarkable art of his parables." 

Evidently Dr. Klausner has reference 
to both a very famous personality and to 
a very famous code of law. And we might 
ask, first : who is the personality he 
speaks of ? is it Moses, or Isaiah, or Rab-
bi Akiba, or Maimonides, or perhaps 
Buddha or Confucius or Mohammed ? No, 
he does not refer to any (..)f these, nor to 
any great rabbi of the Talmud. Of 
whom then does he speak ? The title of 
the book tells us of whom he speaks, it 
is : *Jesus of Nazareth !" To Him and to no 
other does he pay such glorious tribute ! 

And we again ask, of what kind of 
code does this Jewish scholar speak ? 
Does he speak of the Low of Moses, of the 
Books of the Prophets, of the Talmud, 
the code of Hammurabi or any other 
Rabbinical or pagan code of law ancient 
or modern ? No, the code to which Dr. 
Klausner refers is none other than the 
book called the New Testament in which 
are found the treasures of the teachings 
of Jesus ! The teachings of the Lord Jes-
us, therefore are found to be more excel-
lent, more sublime and more original 
than any other teachings, surpassing 
even the Law of Moses and the words O'f 
the prophets ! 

And now we have arrived at the fol-
lowing inevitable conclusion : if the code 
of Moses is the word which God has put 
into his mouth, how much more divine-
ly inspired are the words of Jesus which 
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according to the testimony, are more ex:  
cellent, more sublime—unparalleled? 

JESUS IS THE PROMISED MESSIAH 

Jesus, therefore, is the Prophet lilt 
unto Moses, who is set forth by God be. 
fore Israel in our present day to follow 
He who follows and obeys Hirn is th( 
true Jew. To such as follow Him He i: 
found to be more than a prophet—verily 
the Messiah, the Son of God, full of grace 
and truth! They also no longer need ex-
ternal proofs to the Divine inspiration o] 
the words of Jesus. His own testimony 
is enough ; and He said: "My teaching is 
not mine but his that sent me. If any mar 
willeth to do His will, he shall know oi 
the teaching whether it be of God; of 
whether I speak from myself" (John 7:-
16,17). 

Jews like these who follow Him have 
no price to pay for their Judaism. Bin 
rather they' arc rewarded with God' 
greatest blessings—the gift of eternal 
life, of forgiveness of sin, and of all the 
riches of His glorious grace. 

Why not cast aside all prejudice and 
become a true Jew and accept your Mes-
siah Who is the Prophet like unto Mos-
es ? We Jews have so many walls built 
around ourselves which separate us from 
Him ; and yet He always has His hands 
stretched out to us in tenderness and 
compassion, saying, "Come unto me . . 
and I will give you rest." 
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