
THE SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 
Subscription Price 500 a Year. 	 NOVEMBER 1962 

	
Vol. 47 - No. 3 

Anti-Semitism 
hat ii means to the Gentile and to the Christian 

By DAVID M. FREEMAN 

HISTORY AND CHARGES 

HE word anti-Semitism is of re- 
cent origin, but hostility towards 
the Jewish people goes back to the 

early ages of history and is recorded in 
the Book of Esther in the Old Testament, 
which was written nearly 500 years B. C. 
Later, the Jews provoked the disdain and 
persecution of the Romans by their rejec-
tion of all worship other than their own, 
and by their social exclusiveness. During 
the so-called Christian era, emperors and 
churches felt duty bound to oppose Jew-
ish influence. In the 14th and 15th cen-
turies the Jews were expelled from 
France, Spain and Portugal. 

The charges against the Jews ranged 
all the way from the Roman accusation 
that they emit a peculiar odor and that 
they arc descendants of lepers expelled 
from Egypt, to the accusation that they 
murder and crucify Christian children at 
Easter time. In the 12th and 14th centu-
ries they were -accused of poisoning the 
wells. In the 13th century they were ac-
cused of requiring Christian blood for 
ritual purposes, a charge that has persis-
ted to recent times. The Jew has been ac-
cused of being a disintegrating moral 
force while being accused at the 
same time of propagating the very idea 
of moral standard's.' He has been accused 
ofgreed, of economic domination while 
being accused at the same time of being 
lazy. He . is pictured as a capitalist while 
at the same time he is presented as being  

the very backbone of the communist plot. 
In November 1938 in Germany, a coun-

try that had seventy years previously 
granted equality to Jews, 600 synagogues 
were burned, 30,000 Jews were arrested, 
while the world sat idle and watched. 

No one can imagine the suffering and 
death-cry .of six million human beings. 
If it were possible to hear the scream of 
one mother as her child was torn from 
her breast and dashed against a stone 
wall, then perhaps we could realize what 
it means. If we could hear the knock on 
the door; if we could smell the stench of 
crowded freight cars; if we could hear a 
child ask for water when there is no 
water; if we could smell the gas, feel the 
injection, dig the mass graves, handle 
the soap made of human fat, help to make 
a lamp shade of human skin, or pick the 
gold out of a dead Jew's teeth, then we 
might gain a glimpse of what anti-Semi-
tism can mean. 

WHAT RIGHTS, IF ANY, HAVE THE JEWS? 

To know what anti-Semitism is, it is 
necessary first to understand what jus-
tice is, for anti-Semitism is a form of in-
justice. The unjust man is characterized 
by being unfair and lawless. The just 
man is law-abiding and fair. When we 
say that the just man is law-abiding, we 
dlo not mean that w-.7It is lawful is nec-
essarily fair or right. When the highest 
standards are human standards, then jus-
tice is simply the interest of the stronger, 
and what is right and just is what those  

in power say is right and just. Laws en-
acted by a legislature may themselves be 
unjust. Men are unfair when they deprive 
us of what we have a right to. But where 
(lo we get our rights.? Our subjcetim 
rights—our rights as God-created beings 
—must have an objective basis, granted 
us by the society in which we live. And 
if all our subjective rights are given to 
us by the society in which we live, then 
society may take them away, and this it 
may do legally. In other words, unless 
there is some objective basis for our sub-
jective rights, our rights depend upon 
the whims of the society to which we 
belong. 

Western civilization has been built up-
on the conviction that there is an objec-
tive basis for subjective rights. The ob-
jective basis for such subjective rights 
is formulated in the Declaration of In-
pendence of the United States of Amer-
ica, which reads in part as follows : 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain in-
alienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. 

We have these rights because we have 
been created in the image of God. It is 
God that gives us our rights. It is God 
that has made every man equal as a man, 
that is; -equal in the sight of God.- When 
men are just, every man receives what 
he has a right to as a human being. He 
is given his due. 

People are not equal in the sense that 
they all have the same aptitudes and. op-
portunities in the society to which they 
belong. They are equal, however, inso-
far as they are all equally human, and 
possess a common nature. And to this ex-
tent they are to be treated alike. 

Before Hitler could do the things _ he 
did, he had to deny full humanity to the.  
jews. This he did. And because he was 
able to make his followers believe that 
Jews were not fully human, he was able 
to take steps to eliminate them. 

Anti-Semitism is a form of injustice 
which deprives Jewish people of their 
rights as human beings. 

CAN A JEW BE A CHRISTIAN ? 

Most people assume that one is born a Christian. Do you know 
that the Bible teaches that the human race is divided into only three cate-
gories — Jews, Gentiles and Christians, and also insists that the terms "Chris-
tian" is a matter of faith not race or birth, and that consequently a Christian 
may be either Jew or Gentile? Would you like to know more about this in-
teresting subject? If so, send for our free folder, "What is a Christian?" 
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ARE JEWS LESS THAN HUMAN ? 

To assume that one group of people is 
less than human, is to deny that God has 
created a single humanity. There have 
been criminals, cheats, thieves, murder-
ers, rapists, communists, facists, whose 
family trees could possibly be traced 
back to Abraham. But that Abraham was 
their father did not make them criminals. 
Abraham had other children who were 
not criminals. When a Jew is guilty of a 
crime, justice demands that he be pun-
ished, as everyone else—no more, no less. 
And when a Jew does something praise-
worthy, justice demands that he be re-
Warded. 

There is one question that remains un-
answered, however. Is there a single 
crime for which all Jews are responsible? 
Do Christians—not Gentile unbelievers, 
but ruts Christians—hold Jews responsi-
ble for the crucifixion of Jesus Christ ? 

The answer to this question is com-
plex. To answer it we must now make it 
clear as to what a Christian is. If the 
term "Christian" is to have any meaning 
it must be restricted in its usage to des-
ignate those who believe in and are fol-
lowers of J esus the Messiah. The historic 
Christian faith maintains that the Word 
of God has been given to us, that Moses 
and the prophets were inspired by God in 
a unique manner. The Holy Scriptures, 
the Bible, are God's disclosure of Him-
self to mankind. 

Biblical faith—the Christian faith—to 
which every true Christian adheres, 
teaches that there is one, true and living 
God. He is the infinite, eternal, and Holy 
Being, the Creator of the heavens and 
earth, the Creator of all that is. Among 
the things that God created is man, to 
whom God gave a moral nature, as the 
Scripture says in Genesis 1:26, "Let us 
make man in our image, after our like-
ness." This means that man is responsible 
to God and is related to Him in a way 
that no other creature is. 

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF "ATONEMENT"? 

Nothing is more evident from human 
history, however, than that man has 
NOT continued to obey the will of God. 
Man has become a sinner. He is a fallen 
creature. Instead of love, he shows hate, 
envy, malice, cruelty. He engages in war, 
lying, stealing, murder, and all forms of 
selfishness. Man seizes every chance he 
can get to break God's holy law. 

It is this teaching of the Bible about 
man's sin that gives meaning to the ne-
cessity of "atonement," a word that oc-
curs throughout the Hebrew Scriptures, 
or Old Testament. See Day of Atone-
ment in Leviticus 16;23:27-32. What does 
the concept of the Atonement mean in 
the Bible ? It is just this : the deliverance 
or the saving of man from the consequen-
ces of his sinful condition and of the sins 
•yhich he commits. God in His mercy pre- 

scribed and accepted the blood of animals 
instead of the life of man. This method 
of "covering" the sin by the shedding of 
animal blood was, however, only a tem-
porary symbol or type of the eternally 
true ground of salvation to be accomp-
lished by the Messiah. The blood of aM-
mals could never atone for man's sins. 
When the animal was killed it symbol-
ized man's fitness to die because of his 
sin and typified the corning Messiah who 
would really take man's place and die in 
his stead. 

-WHAT DOES THE TRUE CHRISTIAN 
BELIEVE? 

The true Christian faith encompasses 
the Old Testament faith. It is because the 
Christian believes the Old Testament 
that he believes the New Testament to 
be the Word of God also. 

The Christian faith produces a new 
kind of life in those who embrace it. To 
be a true Christian one must accept Jesus 
Christ as the Messiah and Redeemer with 
the heart and soul. So deep is the trans-
formation that takes place, according to 
the New Testament, that it can happen 
only if a person is "born again." This re-
sultant life of the true Christian believer 
is marked by obedience to God's com-
mandments. Jesus said, "If ye love me, 
keep my commandments" (John 14:15). 
The bent of the Christian's life is to-
ward righteousness, truth and justice, 
even though these are never realized per-
fectly in this life. 

All those therefore who persecute the 
Jews assault the justice of God and be-
tray a thorough antagonism to the true 
Christian faith. Genuine Christians can 
have nothing to do with such persecution. 

And yet we have not fully answered 
the question : Do Christians hold the 
ews responsible for the crucifixion of 

Christ !' Is there a crime of which the 
Jews as whole are guilty ? 

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
CHRIST'S DEATH? 

Yes, there is such a crime. The Jews as 
a nation did not accept Jesus Christ as 
their Messiah. And they did play a part 
in the crucifixion of Christ. The actual 
crucifixion took place by Gentile hands. 
Not only so, but all mankind shares in 
the crucifixion of Jesus, for the purpose 
of his death was to atone for the sins of 
each of us. 

Judgment belongs to God, not to man. 
As rejectors of Jesus the Messiah, all 
mankind, both Few and Gentile, arc un-
der the divine displeasure, but the Chris-
tian's attitude is not one of derision or 
contempt for those who are guilty in the 
eyes of God. Christ forgave those who 
crucified him with the w,:.)rds, "Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what 
they do." 

Christians do not hold the Jews respon- 

AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 

TO THE JEWS, Inc. 

Established by Leopold Cohn in 1894 

HEADQUARTERS 

LEOPOLD COHN 
MEMORIAL BLDG. 

236 WEST 72nd STREET 
NEW YORK 23, N. Y. 

The Shepherd of Israel 

Published monthly to niqke 

known to Israel the truth 

concerning the Messiah. 

60 Cents Worth For 25 Cents 

Would you learn the truth about 
the Messiah? Send us 25 cents in 
coin or stamps and we will mail you 
a 60-cent New Testament in Yiddish 
or English. 

Address: 
The Shepherd of Israel 

236 W. 72d St., New York 23, N. Y. 

Bible for rejecting and crucifying Jesus 
the Messiah, but Christians believe that 
God holds the J ews and all mankind re-
sponsible for rejecting Christ as the Mes-
siah. 

A true Christian, to the extent that he 
is faithful to his profession of faith, can 
have nohing but love and compassion for 
the J ew. And vet it would not be honest 
to overlook the fact that Christians, even 
true Christians, do not always act as 
Christians. 

Anti-Semitism takes many forms, from 
petty social discrimination to gas cham-
bers, but the worst form of anti-Sem-
itism that a Christian can be guilty of is 
withholding that which rightfully be-
longs to the Jew : Jesus the Messiah. The 
greatest crime that a Christian can com-
mit against the J env is refusing to share 
the new life he has found in the true 
Messiah of Israel, Jesus Christ. 

The Christian's calling in life is to • 
spread the good news of God's salvation 
to all men, "to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek," or unbelievers. The Christian 
attitude to the Jew is fully expressed in 
the invitation, "Come thou with us, and 
we will do thee good" for "We have 
found him, of whom Moses in the law, and 
the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazar-
eth, the son of Joseph," and also the son 
of David, the son of Abraham, the Mes-
siah and Saviour. "Let all the house of 
Israel know assuredly, that God hath 
made that same Jesus . . . both Lord and 
Christ." 
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