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An Unusual Birthday
by Leslie Flynn
EW BIRTHDAYS have the national significance of Abraham Lincoln's
on February 12 and George Washington's on February 22. One birthday
alone receives worldwide recognition
wherever civilization has gone ; that of
J esus Christ.
We commemorate a famous person's
birthday, not because there is anything
so outstanding about his birth, but rather
because his accomplishments in life were
noteworthy. Nothing significant occurred at the birth of Lincoln or Washington. It was their achievements during
their lifetime that make us wish to signalize their birthdays.
But when we consider Jesus Christ, we
see that not only was 1-1.e unusual in life,
but that He also was unusual in birth.
The birthday of Christ is remembered on
its own intrinsic worth.
What is so unusual about the birth of
Christ ?

F

AN UNUSUAL BIRTH

First, He was born without an earthly
father. As historic Christendom expresses it in the apostles' creed, which dates
back to the third or fourth century, "1 believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary."
Two of the four gospels record the
virgin birth : Matthew and Luke. Matt-

hew (Chapter 1, verses 18-25) gives the
story from the father's side, telling of
Joseph's problem on learning that his
fiancee was expecting a baby, the angel's
message, and Joseph's response. Here is
the account :
Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this
wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused
to Joseph, before they came together, she was
found with child of the Holy Ghost. Then
Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not
willing to make her a public example, was
minded to put her away privily. But while he
thought on these things, behold, the angel of
the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to
take unto thee Mary thy wife; for that which
is conceived in her is tof the Holy Ghost. And
she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call
his name JESUS; for he shall save his people
from their sins. Now all this was done, that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken of the
Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin
shall be with child and shall bring forth a son
and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which,
being interpreted is, God with us. Then Joseph
being raised from sleep did as the angel of
the Lord had bidden him., and took unto him
his wile; And knew her not till she had
brought forth her firstborn son: and he called
his name JESUS.

Nothing could be plainer than that
Jesus had no earthly father. In his genealogy in that same chapter, Matthew repeatedly uses the word begat in relating
the male antecedents of Jesus Christ, but
when he comes to express the relationship between Joseph and Jesus, he significantly does not say that Joseph begat
Jesus. He says, "Eliud begat Eleazar ;
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and Eleazar begat Matthan ; and Matthan begat Jacob ; and Jacob begat Joseph
the husband of Mary, of whom (meaning "of Mary") was born Jesus, who is
called Christ." Note that after a succession of begats, after 39 usages of the
word begat, Matthew does not say Joseph
begat Jesus, but that Joseph was the husband of Mary of whom ,(of Mary) was
born Jesus.
The other gospel which in unmistakable language relates the virgin birth of
Christ is that of Luke, a physician, who
wrote his account after careful research.
Most likely, in his painstaking preparation for the writing of the gospel he visited Mary, the mother of Jesus, and learned many of his facts from her. Here is
what he wrote. (Luke 1:26-35) :
And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel
was sent from God unto a city of Galilee,
named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David, and the virgin's name was Mary. And
the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail,
thou that art highly favored, the Lord is with
thee; blessed art thou among women. And
when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found
favor with God. And behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a soh, and
shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great,
and shall be called the Son of the Highest;
and the Lord God shall give unto him the
throne of his father David: And he shall reign
over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his
kingdom there shall be no end. Then said
Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing 1 know not a man? And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost
shall come upon thee, and the power of the
highest shall overshadow thee; therefore also
that holy thing which shall be born of thee
shall be called the Son of God.
A RELIABLE RECORD

Some suggest that the story of the virgin birth may not be reliable because it
is found in only two Gospels. But the
Sermon on the Mount is found in only
one Gospel, Matthew, in chapters 5 to 7,.
If Matthew in chapter 1 speaks of the
virgin birth, then in chapter 5 gives the
Sermon on the Mount, why do we reject
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chapter 1, dealing with the virgin birth,
and accept chapter 5 which records the
Sermon on the Mount. If Matthew is reliable when he reports the Sermon on the
Mount then he is also reliable when he
reports the virgin birth. If not trustworthy on the subject of the virgin birth,
then is he trustworthy on the Sermon on
the Mount ?
The Bible teaches that Jesus Christ
was virgin born. His birth was unusual
in this respect. The hymnwriter expressed the truth when he wrote,
"Silent night, holy night,
Ron ml von virgin, mother and child."

FULFILMENT OF PROPHECY

Another unusual feature about his
birth is that He was born after many
prophecies. Hundreds of years before the
historic event at Bethlehem, prophets
spoke of His coming., and foretold many
events and circumstances that would occur during His ministry and at His death
on the cross.
For example, it was written in the Old
Testament that He would be betrayed,
that His clothes would be divided and
gambled for, that He would die with
wicked men and be buried in a rich man's
tomb. Even more amazing, perhaps, was
the fact that His very birthplace, Bethlehem, was prophesied more than 500 years
before He was born.
Said the prophet Micah, But thou,
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out
of thee shall He come forth unto me that
is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings
forth have been from of old, from everlasting."
That is, ,mt of Bethlehem was to come
a ruler whose existence and activity had
been eternal. When the Wise Men came
more than half a millennium later asking
where the King of the Jews was born,
Herod summoned the scribes. They answered that the Christ was to be born in
Bethlehem, then quoted this verse from
Micah to substantiate their answer. In
fact, Handel's Messiah, sung so often at
this season, contains 75 verses from the
Bible, 48 of which are from the Old Testament. 6-1!;;. of Handel's Messiah is composed of verses predicting the coming of
the Christ.
BORN WITH AN UNUSUAL NATURE

Another unusual factor about Christ's
birth was that He was born without sin.
Every baby bora into, this world is born
with a sinful nature. \Ve don't mean that
if babies die. they are lost. Not at all. But
we do mean that every baby, because it
possesses a nature biased in the direction
wrong-doing-. will later in life express
that fallen nature in the telling of lies, or
some sinful deeds. This is why everyone
j the world is a sinner, because we arc

born with sinful natures. But that night
when shepherds looked into the manger,
they saw a babe of whom it could be said,
never sin." When the Wise Men
"He will
found the Christ-child, they gazed at an
infant Who when grown would be able
to say, "Who convinceth me of sin ?" All
of us were burn with a sinful bent, but
nut Jesus.
The birth of Jesus was different from
ours in that He was born when He was
thousands, yea billions of years old.
When Jesus was five minutes old, He
was five minutes plus billions of years.
When he was 12 years old in the temple
confounding the doctors, He was 12 years
plus billions of years. When He was 30
years of age, He was 30 years plus billions. You see — He always existed. "In
the beginning was the Word and the
Word was with God, and the WOrd was
God. . . . All things were made by Him ;
and without Him was not anything made
that was made.. . . . And the word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us" (John
1:1-14).
At Christmas we celebrate that time
when He Who was the eternal Second
Person of the Trinity, came down to earth
and took on Him human nature, being
born as a babe. Christmas honors the incarnation of the Son of God, when He
became incarnate in human flesh. But the
Lord Jesus Christ Who walked around
the dusty paths of Palestine was present
back at creation in His pre-existent state.
He was present at Moses' burning bush,
present ill the wilderness wanderings.
The Ancient of Days became the Babe
of Bethlehem. Really, he was older than
His mother. His birth differed from ours
in that we did not live before we were
born.
His birth was unusual in that Be was
b()111 a king. No one is burn a king. One
may be born into a kingly family with
prospect of later reigning. Usually he is
first a prince, or prince-regent. But when
Jesus was born, He was already King.
"Where is He that is born King ?" asked
the wise men. The superscription over
the - cross read truthfully, "The King of
the j ews." When He comes again He will
bear on His vesture this name, "King of
kings and Lord of lords." Charles Wesley put it, "Hark, the herald angels sing
—glory to the newborn King."
UNUSUAL HEAVENLY WITNESS

Something- else unusual about the birth
of Christ was that He was horn amid
wonders. The night He was born, an an-gel lit up the sky as he announced good
tidings of great joy. Then he was joined
by a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the
highest and on - earth peace, good will toward bled."
The birth of Jesus was different from
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other births in that He was born to die.
*When a baby is born, relatives exclaim a
"new life." They mean this baby was
born to live. It has life before it. But
Christ was born with the specific purpose
of dying.
A newspaper columnist titled his article
one Christmas season "History's Greatest Mystery." He said, "The deepest
mystery in history is in the life of Jesus
from the time of His birth and flight into
Egypt to His 30th year, when He began
His ministry and the last 3 years of His
life. In those first 30 years there are only
two sentences, totaling 18 words spoken
by Him in all the known records." The
columnist concluded that the reason for
the silence in the four Gospels was that
the apostles who wrote them were not
biographers or historians. They knew
esus only briefly, when He was already
in the shadow (.4 the cross. We might add
to the explanation. It was the cross that
was the most important part of His ministry. He came for the cross; He was
born to die.
When you analyze the four Gospels,
you note an amazing thing. Almost onethird of the chapters have to do with the
final week of Christ—with His death.
If p.m were to examine the biographies you have in your library of great
characters you would find that often only
Continued on next page
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a sentence or perhaps a paragraph, or a
page or two at most is devoted to the
final week of the subject's life. But when
you study Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John with their combined 89 chapters on
the ministry of Christ, you discover that
not just one, two or three pages deal with
His final week, but 29 chapters dwell on
His days in the shadow of the cross.
AN UNUSUAL PURPOSE
Reason is, He came to die. Jesus Himself said, "I came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give my life a
ransom for many." He affirmed, "No man
taketh my life from me. I lay it down
myself." •When Jesus was transfigured,
Moses and Elijah talked with him about
what? Topic of conversation at the
Transfiguration was the death which Jesus would accomplish at Jerusalem.
AN UNUSUAL SACRIFICE
The Old Testament is filled with sacrifice: including lambs at the Passover,
goats on the Day of Atonement, animals
whose life was sacrificed and whose blood
was shed. These animal sacrifices were
typical of a coming, supreme, once-forall sacrifice, after which no more sacrifice
for sin would be needed. The New Testament pictures Christ as the Lamb of God
Who takes away sin. Christ came to be
God's final sacrifice. That's why Christ
came in bodily form. That's why He was
incarnate. You can't crucify a spirit. The
Lord Jesus Christ in His pre-existent
state was a spirit. But you can't put nails
through a spirit. So Jesus was born that
He might have a body to be offered up
and blood to be shed. He was born to die.
HIS BIRTH AND YOUR SALVATION
Do you believe that Christ was born in
a human body to offer Himself for your
sins ?
If not, you have missed the main meaning of Christmas. All the pageantry, programs, carols, gifts and merrymaking
are without significance. But if you recognize that there was a Bethlehem, that
there was a Calvary where Christ died
for you, and You accept Him as your sinhearer and Lord, you will enter into a
deep understanding of the meaning of
Christmas. "For as many as received Him
to them gave He the power to become
the sons of God, even to those that believe on His name" (John 1:12).
- Reproduced with permission of
•
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