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God's Covenants With Israel 
by Frederick J. Berger, D.D. 

Part II (Conclusion) 

IF 0,,„\viNc. the Passover and Exo-
dus from Egypt God brought the 
Hebrew people to Mt. Sinai where 

he made a conditional covenant with 
them. The importance of this covenant 
cannot he overestimated. It reads: 

Now therefore, if you will obey my voice 
indeed and keep my covenant, then you shall 
be a peculiar treasure unto me above all peo-
ple; for all the earth is mine. And you shall 
be unto me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
:nation (Exodus 19:5,6). 

Note the "if" and "then" clauses. Has 
Israel obeyed the voice of God and kept 
the covenant? The provisions of the 
covenant include: 

The Ten Commandments. 
The Levitical code, which stipulated 

the way of worshp via the sacrificial sys- 
ttm, the holy days, etc. 	 • 

The Civil code, providing instruction 
for civilian life as diet, marriage and di-
vorce, labor and management, slavery, 
disease and death, etc. 

Did the Hebrew people keep this cov-
enant? What do the Hebrew scriptures 
teach ? The scriptural record is in the 
negative. 

Does this invalidate the "then" clause ? 
Apparently so. It may come as a shock 
to many Jews to realize that they are no 
longer in a favored position with God. 
Perhaps this helps to explain why God 
has permitted the awful persecutions of  

the past many centuries, even before the 
Common Era. 

The Hebrew people were to be a "king-
dom of priests and a holy (separated un-
to God) people." God was to he the king, 
and not a human monarch. 

What is the task of a priest ? He is to 
be a mediator between God and man, and 
to seek to win non-believers to the true 
God. is Judaism mediating God to man ? 
Is Judaism sending out missionaries to 
the far corners of the earth to proclaim 
the truth of God and how to come into 
eternal fellowship with Him ? Obviously 
not. 

The covenant with Israel at Mt. Sinai 
was a conditional one; there was an "if" 
clause and Israel did not keep her part 
of the covenant. 

THE NEW COVENANT 

Since the covenant at Sinai was brok-
en, God promised a NEW covenant with 
the Hebrew people. Note carefully the 
promise: 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel and with the house of Judah; not ac-
cording to the covenant that I made with 
their fathers in the day that I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt; which my covenant THEY BROKE, al-
though I was a husband unto them, saith the 
Lord. But this shall be the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel: After 
these das. saith the Lord, I will put my law 
in their inward parts and write it in their  

hearts; and will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. And they shall teach no more 
every man his neighbor saying, Know the 
Lord; for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them unto the greatest of them, saith 
the Lord; for 1 will forgive their iniquity, awl 
I will remember their sin no more (Jeremiah 
31:31-34). 

The tact that God through the prophe.  
promised a new covenant with the Heb 
rew people indicates that the old coven-
ant at Sinai was unsatisfactory anc 
temporary. 

The citation above frankly states that 
Israel broke the contract and that there-
fore it is terminated. AS FAR AS GOL 
IS CONCERNED THE OLD COVEN-
ANT OR THE OLD TESTAMENT -D..: 
NO LONGER IN EFFECT. And so, Jew-
ish people and Judaism are clinging to ;I 
discarded covenant and to an obsolete 
law. 

Furthermore, the covenant of Sina :  
was designed for the Hebrew people liv-
ing in Palestine three thousand years 
ago; it was certainly not designed for the 
Jewish people living everywhere during 
this twentieth century. No wonder there 
is great confusion and heated argument 
in the ranks of Judaism as rabbis seek t, 
determine what old covenant provisions 
are still applicable and what should he 
discarded. The fact is that the entire con-
tract, is invalid, for a new covenant has 
been provided. 

The laws of the new covenant are to be 
written on the hearts (affections) of the 
people insead of on stone, meaning that 
the people would be obedient by virtue 
of their love for God rather than by the 
motivation of fear. It also implies a spiri-
tual experience referred to in the New 
Testament as "being horn again." See 
John chapter 3. 

f,od promises complete forgiveness and 
forgetting on his part which was not true 
of the old covenant where death by ex-
ecution was demanded. 

God made the old covenant through 
Moses and the new through Messiah, the 
unique person of history. 

Why Does God Permit Suffering? 

We are proud that God will not permit our nation to be destroyed. 
In every generation there have been Pharaoahs and Hiders who have sought 
to destroy Israel; but God has destroyed them and Israel still exists. But why 
does God permit our nation to suffer so? If you would like to read more about 
this, write for a copy of our free pamphlet, 'Who Gave Israel to the Rob-
bers?" 
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FOR JEW AND GENTILE 

The provisions of the new consist of 
the person of the Messiah and his teach-
ings as recorded only in the New Testa-
ment. 

Furthermore, it is suitable for Gen-
tiles, and as a result millions of Gentiles 
during the past nineteen centuries have 
c(»ne into an eternal relationship with 
G:frd through the provisions of the new 
covenant which God made with Israel, a 
covenant which Israel still officially re-
jects. Even this amazing phenomenon 
was predicted by the Hebrew prophets. 

However many hundreds of thousands 
of J ews as individuals have accepted 
God's new covenant provision, and we 
urge every Jewish person to read the 
New Testament to become familiar with 
its contents. 

WORDS OF LIFE 

Jesus said, "I have come that they may 
have life" (john 10:10). 

Again, "1 give unto them eternal life, 
and they shall never perish, and no one 
shall snatch them out of my hand" (John 
fl.):28). 

Again, "I am the resurrection and the 
life ; he that believes on me, though he 
die, yet shall he live" (John 11 :25). 

This is the essence of the new coven-
ant which God has made with Israel. 
Why should it be rejected ?'Why cling to 
a covenant of death which God in his 
mercy has discarded ? Shall we choose 
eternal death rather than eternal life ? 

.....4 'Word 

We frequently receive letters 
from our Jewish readers. Some are 
interesting and show evident signs 
of genuine concern, and we are glad 
to reply to these. Hitherto it has 
been our practice to reply individu-
ally to such letters, but we feel that 
we could well answer some ques-
tions in the columns of our paper. 

If you have a question that has 
arisen in your mind from something 
you have read herein, do not hesi-
tate to write us—even anonymously. 

At the same time we would point 
out that abuse is no substitute for 
reason, and that the legal device of, 
"No defence, attack the plaintiff's 
lawyer !" won't help as we are deal-
ing with eternal truths. 

Yours for light and truth, 

The Editor. 

THE DAVIDIC COVENANT 

Finally, the covenant or promise to 
David must be cited. It is found in 2 
Samuel 7 :16 which reads, 

"And thy house (dynasty) and thy 
kingdom shall be made sure forever be-
fore thee; thy throne shall be established 
forever." 

How could David's dynasty and throne 
be made sure forever ? Only by running 
out in a person who lives and reigns for-
ever, AND THIS WAS THE INTER-
PRETATION' OF THE PROPHETS. 
They anticipated an eternal person tak-
ing human flesh and blood as a descend-
and of David and as the final heir to the 
throne. 

The carefully kept genealogical records 
of the dynasty -of David in the temple 
proved that Jesus was the rightful heir 
to the throne and as such he was ac-
claimed by the Jewish people of his day. 
In a future issue we will want to discuss 
this more fully. 

CONCLUSION 

These then are the great covenants of 
the Bible made by the eternal and holy 
God. Of which covenant shall we be sons 
(B'nai Brith) ? 

1. Of the basic covenant of Genes-
is 3:15? Yes. 

2. Of the covenant with Noah? Yes. 

3. Of the covenant with Abraham ? 
Yes. 

4. Of the old covenant With Israel 
at Sinai ? No; it is terminated. 

5. Of the new covenant with Is-
rael ? Yes, by all means. 

6. Of the covenant with David ? 
Yes. 

(Reprinted from "Studies in The World's 
Greatest. Book" by permission of the LIM 
Angeles Baptist City Society) 

A Drink From the Fountain 
"Whosoever drinketh of the water that I 

,hall give him shall never thirst; but the 
water that I shall give him shall be in him a 
well of water springing up into everlasting 
life." 

(John 4:14) 

AND he shake a parable unto them 
saying, The ground of a certain rich 

man brought forth plentifully : and he 
thought within himself, saying, What 
shall I do, because I have no room where 
to bestow my fruits? And he said, This 
will I do : I will pull down my barns and 
build greater ; and there will I bestow all 
Inv fruits and my goods. And I will say 
unto my soul, Soul, thou bast much goods 
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laid up for many years; take thine ease, 
eat, drink, and be merry. But God said 
unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul 
shall be required of thee; then whose 
shall those things be, which thou hast 
provided ? So is he that layeth up trea-
sure for himself, and is not rich toward 
God. Luke 12:16-21. 
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