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Judaism an "as if" Religion
li)AlSi\l as it is practiced today is a
religion of ritual and ceremony. No
w, be he orthodox, conservative
or reform is asked, on joining the
synagogue of his choice, to subscribe to a ductr;nal or credal statement.
The recent Jewish 'High Festivals
should have brought this lack of dogma
in Judaism into sharp relief to a thinking jeW. Almost without exception the
act of observance is regarded by some
people as being meritorious in itself and
by others merely as a customary form of
solidarity by maintaining an age-old tradition which binds all jews together.
JUDAISM AND RAIHtINISM
jilklaistit has been preserved by the rabbinical tradition, and it should be interesting to learn why the practices of the
Jewish religion have acquired such prominence to the exclusion of all dogma.
iminwitii,n fur the J ewish
faith is the Tenach or Old Testament.
With..Aa this source we would know practically nothing of our history or the origins of our religion. In the Tenach we
read of God's revelation to Israel and the
minute details of the form of worship
they were to observe for all time. The
Book of the Law of Moses is the only
authentic code of religious practice for
the Jewish people. This code extends far
bep.uld the Ten Commandments, and consists of 613 rules of ritual observance,

and includes a comprehensive sacrificial
system which requires a temple at Jerusalem, a priesthoi.H.1 and real sacrifices
which had to be slain, and offered on a
real altar.
Today orthodox judaism consists of
mere expedients. There is no Temple
in jerusalem, no true priesthood and no
actual sacrifices.
After reading the relevetit parts of the
Tenach, a thinking Jew must ask the
question as to how his religion which is
basically a sacrificial system can be adequately followed, and what do the learned
sages have to say regarding substitutes
for the sacrifices, and from whence do
they derive their authority. Let us see
what our Prayer Book has to say about
this.
THE TRUE BASIS FOR JUDAISM

Let us examine the Tenach Which prov id es th e only basis for our religion. The

12th chapter of Deuteronomy, verse 14,
states that "
in the place which the
Lord shall choose . . . there shalt thou
offer thy burnt offerings, and there shalt
thou do all that I command thee." This
"place" was the Temple at Jerusalem
where the people of Israel were to offer
the sacrifices. Today it is obvious that as
we are without a temple in jerusalem
and without a priesthood, we are unable
to bring any sacrificial offerings to God
in the manner He commanded. Indeed.

CAN A JEW BE A CHRISTIAN?
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,,ne of the prayers for festivals reads

Iteraii,e of our sins we have been driven
out from our country and removed from our
land, so that we are unable to perform our
duty in the house thou bast chosen for us,
even in the magnificent and holy temple in
which thy name was vaned, because of the
hand that was outstretched against thy sanctuary. May it please thee, 0 Lord our God
....Most Merciful King, to return unto tis
in thine abundant mercy, and have compassion on us in thy sanctuary, Oh rebuild it
speedily and exalt its glory....0 gather our
dispersed front among the nations and assemble our outcasts from the ends of the earth.
Conduct us to Zion, thy city, with joyful
song, and unto Jerusalem, thy sanctuary, with
everlasting joy. And then will we prepare the
offerings according to their order and the additional sacrifices according to thy law.
As this prayer shows, it is conceded
that we were driven out of our land because of our sins, and yet God makes no
provision as to how the sacrifices, which
are necessary, can be made when the
place where they should have been offered has 1-.)een taken and destroyed because of our sins!
The Rabbis have endeavored to overcome this difficulty by teaching that repeating the passages in Scripture referring to the sacrifices would be accounted
as though they had been offered. This
they base on Hosea 14:2, "So will we
render the calves of our lips." But this is
only an expedient and a substitute, and
is certainly not inspired of God. He has
not changed His commandment.
The pious, observant, orthodox Jew
repeats every morning the following
prayer:
Lord of the universe, thou bast demanded
us ill offer the continual burnt offering in its
season. that the priests should be in their service, the Levites in their place and the Israelites in their position, and now because of our
the holy temple has been destroyed
and the burnt offering has been stopped, and
we have mu, priest in his service....0 Lord
our Cod and God ..f our fathers, that the utterance of our lips may be accounted, accepted and pleasing to thee, as though we had
',tiered the continual burnt offering at its appointed time.
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Following this prayer the various sacrifices which were to have been offered,
are described in detail, and again they
pray:
May it please thee, 0 Lord our God and the
God of our Fathers, if thou find me guilty of
a sin that requires a sin offering according to
thy holy law, let this repetition be accepted
before thee as though I had brought a sin offering.
A RELIGION OF SUBSTITUTES

An eminent Jewish theologian has defined current j ewish religious practices
as an "as if" religim. Dr. H. J. Schoeps
says:
We Jews of the mid-20th century live today in what might be called a post-Jewish
situation
It is time for us t9 renounce all fictions of
the "as if" kind....V, e cannot act as if the
laws of the Torah still signified for most of us
the rules of conduct;
The great turning point in Jewish history,
the real breach of the historical tradition, was
the destruction of the temple by the Romans
under Titus in the year 70 C.E. It is generally agreed that we have the pharisaic theologians of the time to thank for the fact that this
rupture of the historical tradition did not
prove fatal and put an end to Jewish history
altogether. It was the sages of Jabneh, of Lydda, of Caesarea, and of Benei Brak who were
the first to develop the concept of "as if" into
an enduring principle of Jewish History.
The theocracy no longer existed, but its
constitution remained in force as if it did.
The Temple no longer existed, but Jews the
world over bowed in prayer in its direction,
as if it did. The High Priest no longer made
his expiatory sacrifice on the Day of Atonement, but the ritual formula was learned and
recited on that day as if he did. Meanwhile,
other things took the place of the actual sacrifice.

On the Day of Atonement, that great
clay of the year when the High Priest
should have entered into the Holy of Holies of the Temple with the blood of the
goat which he sprinkled upon the mercy
seat, as we have it described in the 16th
chapter of Leviticus, the people of Israel
today fast from sunset to sunset. They
beat their breasts in anguish and recite
I.,ng lists of sins of omission and commission that they have made or conceivably committed during the year, and beg
God to forgive them for these. Why do
they fast ? There is nothing in the divine
command for the Day of Atonement, as
we have it in the book Of Leviticus, that
provides for fasting. Tbe fasting is actually based upon the Words, "ye shall
afflict your souls" (Leviticus 16:31).
Fasting-is regarded as being a fulfillment
of this command. Actually the word
Anah, translated here "afflict," is nowhere in the Scriptures used for "fast,"
although it occurs some sixty-eight
times. Centuries ago Jews understood

the real purpose of the fasting. They did
not say that they fasted to afflict their
souls, and in a prayer book of the middle
ages we came across this prayer in the
service for the Day of Atonement :
Accept the fat that has diminished in our
bodies this day through fasting in place of the
blood that should be sprinkled.

On the eve of the Day of Atonement in
some Jewish communities a fowl is taken
and slain. It is even called kaporah, which
means "atonement." Behind the fasting
and the repetition of many prayers on
the Day of Atonement is a tacit admission that without the shedding of blood
there is no atonement.
Paul, a Jew who believed in Christ,
says of Israel, his people, in the tenth
chapter of the epistle to the Romans.
that "they have a zeal of God but not according to knowledge." Indeed, there is
a veil over their minds when Moses is
read, and they do not see the true purpose of the sacrifices or the feast days as
we have them in the book of Leviticus.
They were to be the means of leading
man to see his own shortcomings, his
need of salvation and his own inadequacy.
All they do is to repeat formulae, maintain customs, and then plead that God
will accept all these in place of the things
that should be done so that their sins
may be forgiven.
THE MEANING OF THE SACRIFICES

The main and most important question
that should come to the mind of a Jew is
not so much why it is necessary to have
an "as if" religion — to find expedients
and substitutes for the real thing, but
what was the divine purpose of the sacrifices. Why did God order them ?
The answer to this is to be found in
the account of the death of the Messiah,
as we have it in the New Testament. In
this connection also read what the prophet Isaiah said:
He is despised and rejected of men; a man
of sorrows and acquainted with grief: and we
hid as it were our faces from him; he was
despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he
hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten
of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was
upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned every one to his own way; and the
Lord bath laid on hint the iniquity of us all.
(Isaiah 53:3,4,5,6).

The sacrifices in themselves had no
merit or value. They were to teach us
the lesson of God's righteousness and our
sinfulness. Indeed the whole Law of Moses was but a "schoolmaster to bring us
to Christ" (Galatians 3:24).
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Well has the Christian song-writer
summed up the situation most adequately in the words of his well-known hymn:
Not all the blood of beasts,
On Jewish altars slain,
Could give the guilty conscience peace,
Nor wash away the stain.
But Christ, the heavenly Lamb,
Takes all our sin away —
A sacrifice of nobler name,
And richer blood than they.
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