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Who Is A Christian? 

IT IS amazing how few people there 
are who really understand what the 
term "Christian" means ! This is par-

ticularly true of Jews, who generally 
divide people into only two categories, 
Jews and Christians. By "Christians" 
they usually refer to those who are not 
,lews ; that is, Gentiles. 

We have frequently asked the question 
as to "What is a Christian ?" of all kinds 
of Jews — rabbis, merchants, doctors, 
t eachers and others, and we have received 
so many different definitions that it is 
quite obvious that there are not many 
Jews who have taken the trouble to find 
out exactly what the term "Christian" 
really indicates. Generally speaking they 
use the words, "Christian" and "Gentile," 
interchangeably, as though they were 
synonyms and mean the same thing. 

In view of this astounding fact it seems 
little less than pathetic and ridiculous to 
read books, as we often do, or•articles in 
the Jewish press written by Jews, discus-
sing Christians or some aspect of Chris-
tianity, because one only has to read a 
few lines in order to realize that the writ-
ers, generally, have only a very hazy con-
ception of what they are writing. 

THE DIVINE CLASSIFICATION 

Now let us see if we cannot grasp a 
fundamental understanding of this ques-
tion. It is obvious that to learn what a 
Christian is we must go to the source of 
his faith, the Bible. Here we find that the 
people of the earth are divided into only 
three categories. They are not classified  

according to race, nationality, color or 
culture, but into three groups which com-
prise within themselves every kind of 
culture and nationality. These Biblical 
divisions are : first, Jews; second, Gen-
tiles; third, Christians, or the Church of 
God. This classification is to be found in 
the New Testament where believers are 
exhorted to give no offence "neither to 
the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the 
church of God" (I Corinthians 10:32). In 
the Old Testament a distinction is drawn 
between Jews and Gentiles. Let us ex-
amine these three categories. 

THE THREE CATEGORIES 

1st. A Jew is a person who is born of 
j ewish parents and is, therefore, Jewish, 
not by choice, but by the inscrutable will 
of God. No matter what he believes or 
does not believe it makes no difference to 
this status which he acquired at birth—
he is always a Jew regardless of what his 
beliefs may be. Take another example, a 
Mongolian. He may believe in Confucius 
or in Mohammed; he may be a Christian 
by faith, or he may not believe anything 
at all, but nothing that he can do or be-
lieve can ever change the fact that he is a 
Mongolian. Similarly, a Jew is always a 
I ew, and nu amount of legislation or 
sophistry can change this elementary 
fact. 

2nd. A Gentile is, simply stated, any-
body who is not a Jew. He may be of 
any race, religion, nationality, color or 
culture. Such a person, as he is not a 
Jew is, ipso facto, a Gentile. Just as a 
j ew is born a Jew, a Gentile is born a  

Gentile, and lie will always remain so, 
and there is nothing he can do about it, 
because the word indicates that he is a 
non-Jew, and this status is irreversible, 
undeniable and unchangeable. 

So far, observe, there has been no ref-
erence whatsoever to religion. This 
comes later. Firstly we want to establish 
the two great broad classifications of 
mankind according to the Bible that are 
not related to religion. 

It is most unfortunate that we so fre-
quently find our Jewish brethren con-
fused on these two points. They assume 
that the word "Jew" always refers to a 
follower of the Jewish religion, and that 
the word Gentile, or Goy, always refers 
to a follower of the Christian religion in 
one of its forms. The fact is that this 
classification of individuals has absolute-
ly nothing to do with his beliefs, but 
merely with the group into which he was 

,rn. He was either born a Jew or a Gen-
tile, and when he was born he clearly had 
no religion or religious faith of any kind! 

A Gentile is, therefore born a Gentile. 
He may be a Chinese Gentile; he may be 
a French Gentile, or a German Gentile, 
but whatever his nationality he is always 
a Gentile. Concerning his faith, he is still 
a Gentile. He may be a Gentile who wor-
ships the sun, or may believe in animism, 
or in idols. No matter what he believes 
he is always a Gentile. 

BELIEF, NOT BIRTH 

3rd. The term "Christian," however, 
has a completely different connotation. 
The word refers to a faith, and only to a 
faith. It has nothing to do with race, na-
tionality, color or culture. A Christian is 
a person who out of his own free will de-
liberately and voluntarily chooses to be-
lieve in Jesus Christ, the Jewish Messiah, 
Who came nearly two thousand years 
ago to offer Himself up as a sacrifice for 
the sins of not only the Jews, but of the 
whole world, so that whosoever will be-
lieve on Him shall not perish, but have 
eternal life. The word whosoever is uni-
versal in its appeal, that is, it means any-
body whether he be Jew or Gentile. 
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Why should a Jew, the son of a rabbi, himself studying to be a rabbi, 
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Thus any Jew who of his own free will 
chooses to put his faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ as his own personal Saviour is a 
ChriStian: He still remains a Jew, but is 
now, because of his faith, a Christian Jew 
in the same way as a Mongolian who be-
lieves in Christ becomes a Mongolian 
Christian. That is, he has professed faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and has become 
a Christ-follower or a Christian. The 
word "Christ", let us point out, is simply 
an anglicized form of the Greek transla-
tion of the Hebrew word "Messiah." 
Likewise, any Gentile who accepts the 
Lord Jesus Christ on the same basis as 
the Jew must accept Him, becomes also a 
Christian, only he is a Gentile Christian. 
Thus we have all kinds of Christians —
Chinese Christians, African Christians, 
American Christians, etc., etc., all of 
whom may be either Jewish or Gentile 
Christians. 

AN ACT OF FAITH 

To be a Christian requires a voluntary' 
action on the part of the one who has de-
cided to be a Christian: nobody is born a 
Christian. This is quite impossible, for the 
very word Christian has reference to a 
deliberate personal choice which involves 
the ability to think for oneself, and also 
involves personal responsibility. A new-
ly born child obviously cannot make any 
decision, make any volitional act and cer-
tainly cannot be given any personal re-
sponsibility. Therefore nobody can be 
born a Christian. 

Nov, what then is a Christian? A 
Christian is anyone, Jew or Gentile, who 
believes in and follows the Lord Jesus 
Christ. In the words of the Lord Himself, 
as found in John 15:14, "Ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatsoever I command 
you." The mere fact that a person calls 
himself a Christian does not at all prove 
that he is a Christian. The proof lies en-
tirely in the actual test as to whether he 
does the things that Christ commanded 
him to do, and refrains from acts that are 
clearly contrary to the teaching of Christ. 
For example, when we read of the ter-
rible massacres of Jews at the time of the 
Crusades and the Inquisition; the po-
groms in Russia and the indescribable 
horror of the slaughter of our people in 
Europe by Hitler, we know that these  

things were not carried out by Chris-
tians, and anybody having a part in them 
and claiming to be .a Christian is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him. The Lord 
Jesus Christ told His followers to demon-
strate their faith by their love to others. 
If therefore a,person claims to be a Chris-
tian and does the things which Christ 
forbade him to-do, that is the surest sign 
that he is not a Christian at all, but sim-
ply a pretender and a hypocrite. 

When both a Jew and a Gentile believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ they become new 
creatures in Christ and members of the 
church which is described as "His Body" 
(Ephesians 1 :22,23). The word "Church" 
actually means called out, so that any 
Jew who answers God's call and believes 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and any Gentile 
who does likewise, belong together to 
that separate group, known as Christians, 
who are called out just as God called out 
the Jews to be His special people. 

Will you-not ponder over these things, 
and your own need for Salvation, and 
will you not decide to be among those 
who arc "called out" and thus become a 
true child of God through the acceptance 
of the Lord Jesus Christ as your sacrifice 
and as your atonement ? You will then 
be doing the will of God, and, as a Jew, 
you will then do what God wants you to 
do; for once having accepted the Lord 
Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Re-
deemer, you will then go out to others 
and make known to them the good news, 
of the Gospel. It was for this purpose 
that God called out our father Abraham 
and all us Jews, as it says in Isaiah 42 :6 : 

I the Lord have called thee in righteous-
ness, and will hold thine band, and will keep 
thee, and give thee for a eoveoant of the peo-
ple, for a light of the Gentiles. 

And the best part of it all is that in 
this way, and in this way only, will we 
ever find a final solution to the Jewish 
problem, for as soon as a Gentile really 
believes in the Lord Jesus Christ as his 
Saviour he ceases to hate anybody, much 
less the Jews through whom the Lord, 
the Messiah and Saviour came. A true 
Christian cannot hate, for the love of God 
is shed abroad in his heart. . 

So a Jew, as well as a Gentile can be-
come a Christian by the exercise of his 
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faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Ask your-
self are you a Jew because of what you 
believe, or because of what you are ? and 
are you not in need of eternal salvati(in 
Why not come to Him Who said, "Come 
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy-
laden, and I will give you rest." 
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