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An Amazing Book 

God Has Spoken 

THE BOOK we call the Bible, 
which is the heart and source of 
both the Christian and. Jewish 

faiths, consists of the Old and the New 
Testaments and took over 1,500 years to 
write. No fewer than 44 different penmen 
took part in writing its 66 different 
books. The first writer lived more than 
1,400 miles away from the last and in 
quite a different country. 

The writers of the Bible, all of whom 
were Jews, came from many walks of life 
and had very different backgrounds of 
culture and education. Amos, the proph-
et, was a herdsman; Peter and John 
were fishermen; David was a king and a 
poet; and Paul of Tarsus was a learned 
rabbi who had sat at the feet of the great 
teacher in Israel, Gamaliel, and also was 
well versed in current Greek philosophy. 

Although these many writers of the 
G6 books of the Bible were, for the most 
part, entirely unknown to each other and 
living far apart at different historical 
periods, yet, nevertheless, both the Old 
and the New Testaments form one Book. 
Without the Old, the New Testament 
cannot be understood ; and without the 
yew, the Old Testament presents riddles 
to which no solution can be found. It is 
..me Book, with agreeing truth running 
like a thread right through it from the 
first to the last book. 

None of the writers wrote for profi t 
or gain; on the contrary, they became 
unpopular, despised, hated, and persecu-
ted. Most of them ended their lives as 
martyrs for their faith. 

AN INDESTRUCTIBLE BOOK 

None were asked to write the Bible as 
a literary work, but they wrote as they 
were moved by the Holy Spirit; and 
when written their work only angered 
men, because it condemned them. It has 
been outlawed and burned; it has been 
confiscated and ridiculed ; it has been  

criticized, analyzed, and "proved" wrong 
over and over again. Yet it survives all 
its traducers and critics and is more read 
and believed than ever. It was the first 
book to be printed, and it has been re-
printed more than any other book in the 
history of the world. It has been trans-
lated into over a thousand different 
tongues and is still the world's "Best 
Seller." 

THE PURPOSE AND AIM OF THE BIBLE 

Why has this remarkable Book such an 
amazing history? Because it is the Word 
of God and reveals the purpose of the 
ages, the state of man, the way of salva-
tion, the doom of sinners, and eternal 
happiness for all who believe in its teach-
ings. Its doctrines and precepts are bind-
ing, its history is true, and its decisions 
are unchangeable. 

In its pages we see paradise restored, 
the way to heaven disclosed, and the end 
of the wicked predicted. It contains light 
to direct one's feet; spiritual food and 
comfort for the tired and perplexed. It is 
the traveller's mtip, the pilgrim's staff, 
the pilot's compass, the soldier's sword, 
and the believer's charter. 

Mankind's good is its great design, the 
glory of God its end, and Christ, the Mes-
siah of Israel and the Saviour of the 
world, its grand subject. 

The Bible does not teach that man is 
good essentially, or that he is even ca-
pable of good in his own strength. It 
teaches that all are sinners and need a 
Saviour. It teaches the sublimest good, 
whilst denying that man has any good 
in himself. 

The Old Testament points to the New 
from its first pages, and to the birth of 
Christ, the Messiah of Israel. And 
Christ, the great central figure of the 
Bible, has given for all time a datum line 
which divides the ages. He has put His 
name on the calendar. All civilized time 
is counted from the year 1 A.D. — the  

birth of Christ. 

Who is this Christ—this Messiah of Is-
rael that the whole world acknowledges? 
According to the historical record, He 
was a son of a carpenter who lived in a 
practically unknown village in a remote 
corner of an insignificant province of the 
great Roman Empire. He wrote nothing, 
erected no magnificent monument, led no 
armies to victory, and we know very lit-
tle of him. No biography of Him has been 
written, or can be written. Only a few 
scattered details of His life are known, 
and nearly all of these deal with the 
events that occurred during the last three 
of the thirty-three years he lived among 
men. He succeeded in acquiring only a 
few followers during His brief ministry, 
and when He was brought before the 
authorities for judgment even these few 
forsook and left Him, and He died on 
the cross in the prime of His life—alone. 

Yet, through the ages since His cruci-
fixion, countless millions of men, women, 
and children have found peace with God 
by believing what this amazing Book 
tells us concerning this remarkable Man, 
of Whom it is written : 

This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners....for God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life (1 Timothy 
1:15; John 3:16). 

You can't understand all this ? Perhaps 
not. But the question is, can you believe 
it ? That is what matters. All that is re-
quired is the conviction that you are a 
sinner before God, and that you need a 
Saviour and faith to believe what the 
Bible, the Word of God, says about the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah of Israel, 
and the Saviour and Redeemer of all who 
believe in Him. Believe first, accept the 
redemption He offers and has made pos-
sible. Then you will receive the under-
standing you ask for, and the Bible will 
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become to you indeed the very Word of 
the Living God and is able to make you 
wise unto salvation. You will find ans-
wers to most of the perplexing problems 
of life now, and the assurance of eternal 

AS a boy, although I was born in a 
nominal Christian home, I had re-

ceived no religious training whatsoever. 
However, this did not stifle the hunger in 
my heart for spiritual things. A desire to 
examine the claims of Judaism, Roman 
Catholicism and Protestantism led me to 
investigate personally each of these 
forms of faith. 	 • 

For awhile I attended Catholic services 
and studied the Catechism, but found my-
self unable to believe certain of the 
Catholic dogmas. Then I turned my at-
tention to Judaism and decided to visit a 
synagogue. So I summoned up courage 
one Saturday morning and walked into 
Temple B'nai Zion in my home town. The 
Rabbi, seeing I was hatless, came out to 
meet me and introduced himself. He tact-
fully handed me a yarmulke and explain-
ed its significance. 

HARD TO BE A JEW 

I found the rabbi to be a warm, earnest 
and sympathetic person. As the service 
progressed, he explained the customs and 
rituals as they were performed by the 
svnagogue officials. This was unlike any-
thing I had ever witnessed before. The 
strange flame-like Hebrew characters in 
the prayerbook aroused my curiosity but 
conveyed no meaning to me. 

After the service was over, I walked 
with the rabbi to his home. He said to 
me, "It's hard to be a Jew—it's not easy 
to get a job. Everything is more difficult 
for Jews." He said this evidently to dis-
suade me from seeking conversion to 
Judaism. 

I went back to see the Rabbi again 
during the following. week. He tried to 
discourage me further by saying, "The 
grass looks greener in someone else's 
backyard. I think you should explore 
your own backyard first, so I am going 
to give you a letter of introduction to a 
minister across the street." In this letter 
which he dictated to his secretary oc-
curred the phrase, "Since James is of 
Protestant parents — ". 

In the church to which the rabbi sent 
me, I heard the "Good News" of salva-
tion proclaimed that Jesus Christ is the 
Messiah and Saviour of the world. But 
I doubted. The rabbi's ideas had sounded 
so logical —"Wasn't Jesus simply a god- 

life through the forgiveness of sins. 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His 
righteousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you (Matthew 6:33). 

— Selected and arranged by Charles Kalisky 

ly man ?" "Didn't we all have the same 
`spark of divinity' within us ?" Neverthe-
less, something inside of me kept saying, 
"No, Jesus Christ is more than that. This 
church which the Rabbi sent me to is 
probably where I belong." 

But several years later I was still far 
away from God. About this time I was 
introduced to a young man in this church 
who called himself a "Hebrew Christian." 
The term surprised me and aroused my 
curiosity. I asked myself, why would a 
Jew want to surrender his ancient and 
precious heritage to become a Christian ? 
I soon discovered that instead of discard-
ing his Jewish heritage he had fulfilled it 
by accepting the true Judaism of the 
New Testament. 

A JEWISH CHRISTIAN — A COMPLETE JEW 

This Hebrew Christian invited me to 
attend the Beth Sar Shalom in New York. 
There I saw a Congregation of many 
Hebrew Christians — Jews who believed 
in Jesus Christ as the true Messiah of 
Israel and the Redeemer and Saviour of 
all mankind. 

The young man I mentioned spoke to me 
about Jesus Christ over a period of many 
weeks. I became convinced that Jesus 
Christ was all He claimed to be and that 
He was the only hope of salvation for me 
and for everybody else. But it was a long 
time before I surrendered my heart and 
will to him and began to know, as I know 
now, the sweetness of His presence and 
the certain knowledge of sins forgiven 
that I know now. 

As a believer in Jesus Christ I feel that 
I have come closer to true Judaism than 
I ever could had I become converted to 
rabbinical Judaism. And I say this not 
merely because I have learned to speak 
Hebrew and Yiddish, have gained an un-
derstanding of Jewish customs, have 
married a Hebrew Christian girl, and ac-
quired a taste for Jewish cooking. The 
real reason is that I have come to trust 
the Bible, which is so completely Jewish 
as God's Revelation to man. Every Gen-
tile or Jew who puts his trust in Israel's 
Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, becomes 
a true Jew in spirit because he has to 
obey the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. 
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A Rabbi Encouraged Me to Believe in Jesus 
By James Morrow 
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