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Where Is Our City of Refuge?
by Frederick W. Haberer

G

- OD is merciful as well as just. Although the Law of Moses (Torah
Mosheh) forbade murder and required that the blood of the victim be atoned
for by the blood of the killer, He knows
that it is possible for someone to kill another
accidentally. Such a killer is a man-slayer
rather than a murderer. So God made provision for those who were guilty of manslaughter by setting apart six cities to
which they could flee and escape capital
punishment.
These six cities shall be a refuge, both
for the children of Israel, and for the
stranger, and for the sojourner among
them: that every one that killeth any person unawares (unintentionally) may flee
thither . . . But if he thrust him suddenly
without enmity, or have cast upon him
any thing without laying of wait, or with
any stone, wherewith a man may die, seeing him not, and cast it upon him, that he
die and was not his enemy, neither sought
his harm: then the congregation shall
judge between the slayer and the revenger of blood according to these judgments:
and the congregation shall deliver the
slayer out of the hand of the revenger of
blood, and the congregation shall restore
him to the city of his refuge, whither he
was fled: and he shall abide in it unto
the death of the high priest, which was
anointed with the holy oil (Numbers 35:15,22-25).

Those , cities of refuge called arei miklat
in Bamidebar 35, were conveniently located
So that the manslayer could reach one in
time to escape the avenger of blood. But
more than speed or luck was necessary, for
what says the Law of .Moses about the murderer ?
Moreover ye shall take no satisfaction
for the life of a murderer, which is guilty
of death: but he shall be surely put to
death (Numbers 35:31).

about juveniles being given :my preferred
treatment. The life of a murderer was forfeited in order to cleanse the land from
blood.
But the unfortunate person who had accidentally killed another was not left unprotected. God said that he, "may flee" to
the nearest city of refuge and he would be
safe as long as he obeyed God. The manslaver might argue that, after all, he had not
intended to kill anyone. it had been entirely
accidental and therefore he was not to
Blame. So why flee to any special place? But
such reasoning would be of no avail. If he
expected to escape with his life, he must
obey God and remain in "the city of his 'refuge" until the death of the High Priest.
Only then was he free to return to his old
home in safety. He could not "buy his way
out." It was foolish to try to argue with the
"avenger of blood." He must obey.
So the manslayer must exercise faith in
the Word of God. He must believe what
God had said and also he must act on his
convictions. He dare not "hope for the
best." As long as the High Priest lived he
must stay in his city of refuge, because
that anointed High Priest was his surety,
lot ii in life and in death. During the life of
the .High Priest he was safe in the city of
refuge.
WHEN WAS HE FREED FROM
THE PENALTY OF THE LAW?

The Word of God is plain :
... but after the death of the high priest
the slayer shall return into the land of
his possession (Numbers 35:28).

Notice that when the anointed High

Priest died, then the nianslaver was free to
return to his own home. But not before!
Since the High Priest had died, that man
was now no longer considered to be guilty
Of the shedding of blood. He need no longer
fear the "avenger of blood," because a death
had occurred - the death of the anointed
High Priest who was the representative of
God to Israel. The High Priest's death was
accepted by God as a substitute for the
death of the manslayer.
The length of time spent in the city of
refuge had nothing to do with the matter.
After the manslayer was committed to the
safety of the city he might be compelled to
remain only a short time. Still it might
be mans' years before the High Priest died.
In any case, the moment that death occured,
he was a free man.
Throughout the Old Testament (Tenach)
the principle of substitutionary sacrifices for
the guilt of the sinner is taught. The blood
of an animal was accepted as an atonement,
which "covered" the sinner, typically, and
enabled God to deal with that sinner as if
he had never sinned.
For the life of the flesh is in the blood:
and I have given it to you upon the altar
to make an atonement. for your souls: for
it is the blood that maketh an atonement
for the soul (Leviticus 17:11).
What the blood of an animal did for the
sinner in 1 ayikera 17, was only a type of
what the shed blood of the Messiah (Hammoshiach) accomplished for us who were
sinners before God.
"VEHU MECHOLAL MIPESHAEINU"

Do the above words sound familiar ? It
you are an orthodox Jew you recited them

DID THE LAW OF MOSES
PERMIT "FIXING"?

OF WHOM DOES ISAIAH 53 SPEAK?

The cynical modern, who thinks it is "all
right" to bribe a judge or jury, or to get the
right person to "fix" a traffic ticket is far removed from the justice of God's Torah. No
corruption was permitted under the Law of
Moses. No bribe (satisfaction) could be accepted to circumvent the penalty of the
broken Law. The suspect would be tried and
if found guilty, he would be executed. No
exceptions were allowed. Nothing was said

Why - is this chapter of the Prophecy of Isaiah omitted in the reading in the synagogue? Find out for yourself what it contains and of
whom it speaks. "But He was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him;
and with his stripes we are healed." If you would like to know to whom
this refers write for our free folder, "Of Whom Does Isaiah 53 Speak?"
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on Yom Kippur. They are a quotation from
Yeshiah Hannavi (Isaiah the Prophet) and
they mean, "And He was wounded for our
transgressions" (Isaiah 53 :5). The following verse reads,
All we like sheep have gone astray; we
have turned every one to his own way;
and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all (Isaiah 53:6).

Occasionally someone says that he does
not believe that anyone can bear the sins of
another. Yet for many centuries orthodox
Jews have prayed to God to remember "the
son that was bound." The reference is to
Abraham, who bound his son Isaac, placed
him upon the altar and raised the knife to
kill him, only to be stopped by God. A ram,
which God had provided, was offered instead of Isaac, who lived to a ripe old age
and was buried by his sons, Jacob and
Esau.
Then why do we have to pray about Isaac
as, "the son that was bound" ? Perhaps it
is because every one of us realizes that he
is a guilty sinner in the sight of God, and
everyone needs a sacrifice which will be acceptable to God and which will serve as a
substitute for his sins.
God is fair. He would never ask more of
us than He would be willing to do Himself !
if He demanded of Abraham that his son
be offered as a sacrifice, would God refuse
to give His Son, Ycshua Hammashiach,
Jesus the Messiah, as a sacrifice for sins?
IF AN ETERNAL FATHER,
THEN AN ETERNAL SON

One of the titles given to God is "Eternal
Father." But no person can be a father unless he has a child. God could not be a
Father unless He has a Son. He could not
be an Eternal Father unless He has an
Eternal Son. What - God have a Son? Yes!

A Drink From The Fountain
Isaiah 53:1-10
Who hath believed our report ? and to
whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?
For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry
ground: he hath no form nor comeliness ;
and when we shall see him, there is no
beauty that we should desire him. He is despised and rejected of men ; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief : and we hid
as it were our faces from him ; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows : yet we did esteem him
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But
he was wounded for our transgressions, he
was bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement of our peace was upon him ; and with
his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep

For unto us a child is born, unto us a
son is given: and the government shall be
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful Counsellor, The mighty
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince
of Peace (Isaiah 9:6; Yeshiah Hannavi
9:5).

Note that the "child" which was to be
born is none other than the "Son" who was
to he given. God gave His Son, the Messiah, to be the Saviour of the world. And
that same Son is given divine titles by the
prophet, who said that He would be called
"el gibbor," "The mighty God," and "avi
ad," "The everlasting Father."
Dear friend, are you a guilty sinner before God ? Have you nowhere to turn? Do
you long for a place of security, a City of
Refuge, to which you could flee? Wouldn't
it be wonderful to know that you are safe
for time and eternity from the righteous
judgment which God's law has pronounced
upon your sins?
God has provided a place of safety for
you. Just as He hid Moses in the cleft of
the rock, when His glory passed before him
in the wilderness, God will hide you in the
safety of the Rock, the Mashiach, Who is
our great High Priest, and Who died for
our sins on the Cross of Calvary. His blood
was shed as the Atonement, the payment for
the penalty due for our sins. So God could
say,
I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy
transgressions for mine own sake, and will
not remember thy sins (Isaiah 43:25).

Notice that God promises that He will
not only "blot out" our sins, but that He
will also forget all about them ! Will you
trust God's promise, accept His Messiah as
your own personal Saviour, trusting in His
death as the atonement for your sins, and
go free? May God enable you so to do.

have gone astray ; we have turned every one
to his own way ; and the Lord hath laid on
him the iniquity of us all.
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
vet he opened not his mouth : he is brought
as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep
before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth
not his mouth. He was taken from prison
and from judgment : and who shall declare
his generation ? for he was cut off out of the
land of the living : for the transgression of
my people was he stricken. And he made
his grave with the wicked, and with the
rich in his death ; because he had done no
violence, neither was any deceit in his
mouth.
Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him ;
he bath put him to grief : when thou shalt
make his soul an offering for sin, he shall
see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and
the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in
hjs hand.
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