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PROPHET? LEADER? OR LORD?
by DAVID JUROE
Many Jewish people today view Jesus as
a great prophet, a righteous leader, a true
moralist, and an example of whom every
Jew can be justly proud. Sholem Asch in
One Destiny writes,
A little less than 2,000 years ago, there
came into our world among the Jewish
people and to it a Personage who gave
substance to the illusion perceived by
our fathers in their dream. Just as
water fills up the hollowness of the
ocean, so did he fill the empty world
with the spirit of the one living God.
No one before him and no one after him
bound our world with the fetters of
law, of justice, and of love, and brought
it to the feet of the one living Almighty
God as effectively as did this Personage
who came to an Israelite house in Nazareth in Galilee—and this he did, not
by the might of the sword, of fire and
steel ... but by the power of his mighty
spirit and of his teaching.
Rabbi Max Merritt of Portland, Oregon
in a published sermon entitled : "What Do
Jews Think of Jesus?" said,
Reform rabbis everywhere yield him
the beauty of one whose character can
not help making an irresistible appeal.
Liberal Jews accord him a deserved
place amongst the noblest teachers and
heroes of the faith that Israel produced.
We have nothing but pride in this man
of our blood and race . . . We, too, admire this gentle teacher of purity and
nobility . . . We recognize him not only
as one of our flesh and blood, but also
of the spirit of the prophets—this man
who sought to raise men to a higher
plane of truth and right.
The Jewish Encyclopedia article on "Jesus of Nazareth" states:
However, a great historic movement of
the character and importance of Christianity can not have arisen without a
great personality to call it into existence and give it shape and direction.
Jesus of Nazareth had a mission from

God . . . and he must have had the
spiritual power and fitness to be chosen
for it. The very legends surrounding
his life and death furnish proofs of the
greatness of his character, and of the
depth of the impression which he left
upon the people among whom he moved.
Jesus made an astounding claim. He said
He was God. He could not be the great man
our leaders call Him unless this claim was
true. He was either Lord, liar, or lunatic.
There is no middle ground.
If one will examine the evidence for himself he must admit that He was the true
Messiah, God Incarnate or a deluded fraud.
Only a liar or a lunatic could boast of
authority as He did if it were not true.
Matthew 7:29 reads: "He taught them as
one having authority, and not as the
scribes." This shows His authority went
far beyond the prowess of men. He did not
speak as the religious specialists, the lecturers, the guessers. But He said,
I am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh unto the father but by
me (John 14:6).
He did not just comment on the truth; He
is the truth (emeth).
Furthermore, take a long, hard look at
His other claims. There are many examples
of His authOrity. First, He showed power
over nature. Luke 8:24 tells us that during
a storm on a lake in Palestine, He rebuked
the wind and it ceased. He walked on water;
He pointed His finger at a fig tree and it
wilted; and He showed power over disease
and other natural phenomena.
Second, we see His authority over the
spirit world. In Mark 5 we find the story
of a man possessed by many demons. Jesus
commanded the unclean spirits to come out
of the man and enter into a herd of swine,
and they obeyed Him.
Third, we see His authority over death.
Mark 14:28 shows that He predicted His
resurrection in the lifetime of the disciples.

He spoke to dead Lazarus, and in obedience
to Christ's command, Lazarus arose from
the dead (John 11:43-44 ). Then He had
the daring to say, "I am the resurrection
and the life: he that believeth in me, though
he were dead, yet shall he live" (John
11:25) .
Fourth, He showed His power and authority over sin which was thought to be
alone reserved for God. Mark 10:45 reads:
"For even the Son of man came not to be
ministered unto, but to minister, and to
give his life a ransom for many." In Mark
2 and Luke 5 Jesus is seen wielding His
authority by stating, "Thy sins be forgiven thee." At a Passover service, the
night before His death, He dared utter
these words as the Jewish disciples ate the
unleavened bread and drank the fruit of
the vine, "this do in remembrance of me."
What mere man would ever make such a
statement unless he suffered from delusions
of grandeur?
Fifth, Jesus expressed authority in the
area of life. "I am come that they might
have life" (John 10:10). "For as the Father hath life in himself, so hath he given
to the Son to have life in himself; and
hath given him authority to execute judgment also . . ." (John 5:26,27). "I am the
living bread which came down from heaven:
if any man eat of this bread, he shall live
forever: and the bread that I will give is
my flesh, which I will give for the life of
the world" (John 6:51). Note the strong
emphasis of Christ's words in John 5:39:
"Search the Scriptures (Tenach) ; for in
them ye think ye have eternal life: and
they are they which testify of me." What
mortal man could say that he was the fulfillment of the Holy Scriptures of our
prophets?
If you do not care to admit to the Divinity
and authority of Jesus, then you cannot
embrace the view that He was a beautiful
character, moral, intensely spiritual and a
fine example. He would have to be written
off as preposterous. Rather you would have
to say His career was totally blasphemous.
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And, if you are forced to say this, then you
find yourself hard put to admit the virtue,
the high quality, the supreme morals and
ethics of a blatant liar which has stood up
for two thousand years. "Can a fountain
yield both bitter and sweet?" No, if you do
not accept Him as Lord and Master, then
you have to admit Him to be the world's
most egotistical teacher, its most disasterous leader, and its most to be avoided example. Christ's words of wisdom, comfort
and beauty would then be marred by His
"illusion of himself," for His words then
were the constantly asserted claim of His
own personal importance, primary dignity
and private perfection.
Nor was He insane. Insane men may
write poetry, as did Poe and Cowper. They
may write music, and paint pictures. But
there is one thing an insane man cannot
(10 —and that is to engage in orderly, logical
debate. This Christ did with terseness and
completeness in His replies, parables and
debates with the religionists of His day.
They were absolutely astonished at His
teachings, "Never a man spake as this!"
Jesus said, "All power is given unto me
in heaven and in earth." If Jesus was what
He claimed to be—very God, the Son of God,
no words ever uttered could be more sober.
May you. come to Him confessing your sins
and be forgiven. May you recognize that in
Him is life because He gave His life for
you.
Jesus is our Messiah, our only hope, and
He is our authority for He is Truth. We
trust that you will acknowledge His unique
place in history and say with one of the
Jewish disciples, "My Lord and my God."

DOES CHRISTIANITY
CONTRADICT JUDAISM?
B's MARTIN ROSEN
Does Christianity contradict Judaism?
There are many people who without giving
it a second thought would say "yes" to this
question. There is a widespread misunderstanding that Judaism and Christianity are
mutually contradictory. That is to say, there
are those who think if Judaism is right then
Christianity must be wrong and vice-versa.
Yet, the early Apostles of Christianity believed the exact opposite of this. They believed that only if Judaism was true could
ChriStianitk be true.
The Apostle Paul, a rabbi. who became
the leading expOnent of Christianity in the
first `century, synthesizes the essence of
Christian doctrine -when he says the Gospel
is ". . . . that 'Christ died for our sins according.. to- the Scriptures and was buried
and rose again the third day according to

the Scriptures" (First Corinthians 15:3,4).
Now the question might be raised: "What
Scriptures did he have in mind?" If you
guessed that it was the New Testament,
you would be wrong. The New Testament
was not then in existence. This rabbi-evangelist had reference to the Tenach or the
portion of the Bible which we now call
the Old Testament. In his statement he is
emphatic to declare that these things happened "according to the Scriptures." There
are many precepts and prophecies regarding the death, burial, and resurrection of
the Messiah. The Jewish scholars of the
first century recognize this, and all of the
early* followers of Jesus were Jews who
shared the conviction that He, indeed, was
the promised Messiah. The early followers
of Christ did not come to believe in Him
because they rejected Judaism, but they
became Christians because they believed
the Scriptures as the essence of Jewish life.
They did not find Christianity to contradict
Judaism at all, but they found in Christ the
finest affirmation of the Jewish religion.
Today, Gentiles who come to believe in
Christ acknowledge all the • facts of the
Torah. It wouldn't be at all difficult to find
a rabbi committed to teaching Torah truth
who would deny that God gave the Ten
Commandments to Moses, yet at the same
time it would be extremely rare, if not impossible, to find a Bible-believing ChriStian
who couldn't uphold the historicity and integrity of Moses in this matter.
Many Jewish people are abandoning a
belief in the Jewish Holy Scriptures without
ever becoming acquainted with the Scrip=
ture. A straw-poll was conducted among 15
Jewish university seniors on a large university campus. They were asked to put
in chronological order Moses, Jacob, and
Joshua. These 15 students were selected
at random; only two of the 15 got the
order correctly, and one of the two admitted that it was only a guess. Of these
15, 14 said they did not believe in the
historicity of the Bible nor did it obligate
them to live in any way as Jews. Only the
person who knew the proper sequence believed that he had any obligation to follow
the Bible. Isn't it possible that one reason
why so many modern-day Jews feel that
Judaism and Christianity are mutually contradictory is because they. don't know very
much about either. If Judaism an.d Christianity were both believed and followed in
the biblical sense, there would be no contradictions. If we continue to exist on our
own private interpretation of the Bible, we
can force our own meanings upon the texts
and continue to justify our ambitions, but
if we all approach the Bible which is the
source of Both Judaism and Christianity,
and if our approach is one of a humble desire to learn without predetermined opinions, we will find a true unity and a unity
which is given by God.
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