THE SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL
Subscription 60 Cents a Year.

JANUARY 1968

V.111

VOL. 52 — No. 5

The Broken Covenant And Its Remedy
by MEYER MARCUS
IN all the Old Testament there is no more
important passage than that which speaks of
the broken covenant and its remedy. it reads:
Behold, the days come, saith the Loan, that
I will make a new covenant with the house
of Israel, and with the house of Judah: Not
according to the covenant that I made with
their fathers in the day that I took them by
the hand to bring them out of the land of
Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith
the Loan: But this shall be the covenant that
I will make with the house of Israel; After
those days, saith the Loan, I will put my law
in their inward parts, and write it in their
hearts; and will be their God, and they shall
be my people. And they shall teach no more
every man his neighbour, and every man his
brother, saying, Know the Loan: for they
shall all know me, from the least of them
unto the greatest of them, saith the Loan:
for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. (Jeremiah 31:3033 in Hebrew; and 31:31-34 in English).

The broken covenant referred to in this
passage from the Old Testament is, of course,
the covenant given through Moses and embodying the Ten Commandments, plus all
their accompanying statutes and ordinances.
Now the record of the breaking of that covenant by our forefathers can be found on
almost every page of the Old Testament. But
we shall not go into that sad matter here,
for our great interest is not in the breaking
of the covenant but in the God-provided
remedy for it.
THE REMEDY

What is this remedy? Strange as it may
seem, it is the making by God of a new
covenant with us (Jeremiah 31:31). Strange,
I say, for one might well ask, "If our people
Israel could not keep the first, or old covenant, why should God bother to make a
new covenant with us?" The answer lies in
the nature of the new covenant, for it is not
like the old (31:32). It differs in many vital
points but above all in this: Whereas the old
covenant was written outside of us, on tables
of lifeless stone, the new covenant is written
by the finger of God on the inside of us, in
our very hearts and souls (31:33). Does
this mean that in some mysterious manner

God puts into us the entire, elaborate system of statutes and ordinances contained in
the law of the old covenant? Of course not.
God has something vastly better in mind for
us. What He does for us and in us through
the new covenant is this: He, by His infinite
and wonderful power, so transforms us that
we come to love Him with all our hearts,
and our greatest desire is to please Him in all
things.
Thus, the new covenant proves to be the
remedy for the breaking of the old. It changes
us in our very inmost nature from being
hereditary covenant breakers into covenant
keepers, from sinners into righteous men.
WHEN IS THE REMEDY EFFECTIVE?

But when was the wonderful new covenant to go into effect? The Old Testament
gives us only the promise; it does not contain the fulfillment. Does this mean that we
must still wait to hear further from God on
the subject? No, praise His holy Name! For
long ago He not only gave us the fulfillment
of the promise, but He also recorded for us
everything we need to know about it in words
simple enough for a child to understand.
Furthermore, in His great mercy and love,
God has preserved this record for us perfectly intact to this very day. Again we say
with glad hearts, praise His holy Name! This
priceless record is only found in one book,
the Book of the New Covenant, that is, the
New Testament.
My dear Jewish brethren, I suggest that

you start reading the New Testament immediately. You can buy one for a very small
sum in any bookstore, you can get one free
from us, or you can read one at any public
library. But whether you buy, borrow, or get
one free, start without a moment's delay to
read this—the most wonderful book in the
universe. For, your precious soul's eternal
welfare depends upon it!
HOW IS THE REMEDY ADMINISTERED?

Now if we are truly wise and do go to
the New Testament, we will soon begin to
notice as we read, that the New Covenant,
so unlike the Old in other respects, is exactly like it in one key point. Namely, the New
Covenant is administered only through a
God-appointed mediator, even as was the
Old. So, just as no one was able to enter
into the Old Covenant except through its
God-appointed mediator, Moses; likewise no
one can enter into the New Covenant except
through its God-appointed Mediator, Yeshua
(Jesus), Who, unlike Moses, rose from the
dead and is alive forevermore.
Let us not deceive ourselves, as some seem
to do, by imagining that we can approach
God without a Mediator. The Israelites of
Moses' day were intelligent enough to understand this and therefore begged Moses to act
as mediator between God and themselves,
and God commended them for this (see Exodus chapters 19 and 20, noting especially
Exodus 20:19 and also Deuteronomy 5:1-29,
particularly verses 24-29). Are we wiser or
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better than these ancient Israelites? Suffice
it to say that only the people who have come
to God through the Mediator Yeshua have
experienced the incomparable blessings which
are obtainable through the New Covenant.
For God has ordained that we must come to
Him only through Yeshua Hanzashiach,
(Jesus the Christ).
BLESSINGS PROMISED—WHAT ARE THEY?

Just what are the blessings of the New
Covenant besides that of having God's law
written upon our hearts and souls? They are
so many and so great that human language is
not sufficient either to enumerate or to describe them. But here are a few: a peace
that stands every test including that of the
deathbed, a joy that is greater than any we
have ever dreamed of, perfect guidance for
every moment of our lives, and inner victory
in every situation. All this, and infinitely
more, can be ours forever if we will repent
of our sins, and trust and obey God.
The first act of trust and obedience required by God is acceptance of Yeshua Ha-

mashiach, the Lord Jesus Christ, as Mediator between us and God. There is no other
way, for there is one God and one Mediator
between God and man, Yeshua Hamashiach,
Messiah Jesus. Will we be as wise as the Israelites of old? God help us to be so.

Established by Leopold Cohn in 1894
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THE NEW COVENANT IS THE
NEW TESTAMENT

The New Testament, although given by
God for both Jews and Gentiles, is an absolutely Jewish book from beginning to end.
What could be more Jewish than the Godgiven Book of the Messiah? For this is what
the New Testament is, just as much as it is
the Book of the New Covenant. The Messiah
and the New Covenant cannot be separated.
Do you fear to read the Book of the Messiah? Or do you not know that the Messiah
came long ago? Do not fear; but learn the
truth for yourself as you read with open heart
and mind, the greatest treasure on earth, the
matchless all-Jewish volume, the final revelation from God, the glorious New Testament.

PERSONAL TESTIMONY
JOYCE BLOOM
It is a joy for me to write my personal
testimony of faith. I am now completing my
third year of college. About eighteen months
ago, 1 came to know the living God in a personal and dynamic way. I would like to
tell you how 1 came to know, to love, and to
serve Him.
I decided early in high school that I wanted
to live a productive, a meaningful, and a
useful life. I wanted my experiences to be
inwardly fulfilling to deepen me as a human
being. 1 became active in many organizations:
temple youth groups, B'nai B'rith Girls, student government, and various school committees. During high school I held such offices as: Student Body Treasurer, VicePresident, President, and Homecoming Princess. My life was filled with activities, meetings, and planning sessions, I was constantly
busy; yet in the few, quiet hours which I
had to myself, I realized how unhappy 1 was.
For there was no consistency to my life—no
real purpose. My happiness depended on outward circumstances. I lacked inner peace,
satisfaction, and joy. Education and knowledge, which promised to enrich my life, only
showed me more clearly my inner poverty.
After graduation I began working. I quit
after two months. Now, I thought, I have
tried just about everything which people said
would give meaning to life.
I spent the next month by myself at the
beach. I had time to think. I believed that
there was a God, but I did not know Him.
The following summer was the lowest point
in my life. I needed answers, so I searched
philosophies to show me the way to God. Yet
at the end of the summer, I was no closer
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than when I had first begun. I honestly
doubted in my heart if God was real and if
life was not absurd after all. 1 discovered
that philosophies were human interpretations
of God which depended on imaginings and
not on knowledge.
During the first week of my second year
at college, I met a young person who shared
with me his personal faith in Jesus Christ.
While he spoke to me, I thought that I should
not listen to him; I was not supposed to believe in Jesus. But my heart told me to be
still and to listen. 1 don't remember all that
he said to me; but there was something about
this name, this person, Jesus, that drew me.
I knew that I would have to decide for myself if Jesus is real and if I can know Him.
I began to read the Bible. The Book itself
convinced me that I could know God and
that He had written the Bible for this purpose. I looked for the bridge which I felt
would connect the Old Testament to the New
Testament. 1 searched the scriptures for two
months. I was given passages to read in Exodus, Psalms, Isaiah, Micah, and Zechariah.
I knew that they spoke of the Messiah; and
I saw clearly that He was this person, Jesus.
On December 29, 1965, I met with a woman who has become very dear to me. She
told me more about why Messiah Jesus came
and how I could know Him. I prayed that
night and I met Him. I had no emotional
experience; but I had real, genuine joy in
my heart for the first time in my life. I knew
that Jesus was in my heart, that God really
is true. Jesus has become my life and the reason for me to live.
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