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Why A New Testament?
By Leon Feldman
MOST OF OUR Jewish people still look
on the Brit Hadasha (New Testament) with
contempt. Others of our people even hate
this book as if it was the reason for all of
our troubles. Still others laugh at the book,
while some simply ignore it. Yet it is one of
the oldest Jewish books and has contributed
to the good of the world more than any other
book. The Brit Hadasha is the ancestor of
our civilization, and the African and Asian
progress is a direct result of it.
A great number of Jewish people came to
believe in the Lord Jesus, the Messiah, as
a result of reading the New Testament. As
a member of the "people of the book," I
have always enjoyed reading. I simply could
not live without a book. At one time the
book of the New Testament came into my
hands and I began to read. I was enraptured
with the beautiful, deep, and powerful words
of Yeshua Hamashiach.
A RABBI READS THE BRIT HADASHA

This also happened a century ago to a
great Jew in Hungary, Rabbi Isaac Lichtenstein. During a visit to his son, he saw the
New Testament and took it away from him
in order to prevent him from reading it. The
Rabbi hid it away in his library. Twenty years
later, when he was an elderly man, he was
looking through his books and came across
the Brit Hadasha. He could not resist the desire to see what it contained. It was evening
and the Rabbi said in his heart, "Now that
I am an older man, surely that book will not
hurt me."
He sat down and began to read the New
Testament. The more he read, the more the
desire to read grew; and thus it happened
that he sat all night reading it. When daybreak came, he could not restrain himself
any longer and he began crying and saying,
"What have we done with you Lord Jesus?"
He began to tell about his discovery to the
Jewish congregation and as a result he was
rejected by some of his listeners. However,
the Rabbi persisted to the end, declaring his
faith in the Lord Jesus as the result of reading and believing the New Testament.
WRITTEN BY JEWISH SAGES

no other which contains such treasures of
thought. It is a glorious and wonderful Book
and all that is within was written by Jewish
people. Yet it is not for just one group or for
one class of people but for each people and
race. Many libraries contain thousands of
books which have been written about this
Book.
Let me mention but a few of the religious,
ethical principles that the Brit Hadasha contains:

These principles are merely a few of the
great divine teachings of the Lord Jesus.

It teaches compassion; "to love your enemies
and to do good to those who hate you" (Matthew 5:44); "Blessed are the merciful for they
shall obtain mercy." (Matthew 5:7); "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called the children of God." (Matthew 5:9);
Whoever is angry with his brother is guilty
and is to be punished.

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that
I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel, and with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with
their fathers in the day that I took them by
the hand to bring them out of the land of
Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband to them.. saith the
Lotto: But this shall be the covenant that I
will make with the house of Israel; After
those days, saith the LoRD, I will put my law
in their inward parts, and write it in their
hearts; and will be their God, and they shall
be my people. And they shall teach no more
every man his neighbor, and every man his
brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they
shall all know me, from the least of them
unto the greatest of them, saith the Lon.:
for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.
(Yirmehah (Jeremiah) 31:31-34)

The New Testament teaches not to take an
oath. only to say yes when it is so, and no
when it is not so. Also, "Whosoever looketh
on a woman to lust after her hath committed
adultery with her already in his heart" (Matthew 5:28). Another principle in the Book
is that we are not to hate anyone in our
hearts; not to judge; not to blow with a trumpet when one is doing a good deed of alms;
not to gather treasures on the earth; not to
worry; "why beholdest thou the mote that
is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the
beam that is in thine own eye?" (Matthew
7:3)
Moreover, the Brit Hadasha teaches: Whatsoever you desire that people should do to
you, do to them also, for this is the whole law
and the prophets. All those who take hold of
the sword shall perish by the sword. The
things that defile a person are bad thoughts,
murder, theft, evil, false witness against an
innocent person, defamations. The greatest
should be the servant of everybody.

THE LAW OF MOSES
MADE NOTHING PERFECT

Perhaps you will object and say that these
teachings are already found to some extent in
the Torah, and even some of them are in
the Talmud. "What did Jesus say that is
new?" "Why a New Testament?" To this
the Tenach gives the answer.

To your objections the Lord Jesus Himself also gives the answer. The Messiah tells
us that He came to give His life an atonement for the sin of the people.
For the law having a shadow of good
things to come, and not the very image of the
things, can never with those sacrifices which
they offered year by year continually make
the corners thereunto perfect. For then would
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they not have ceased to be offered? because
that the worshippers once purged should have
had no more conscience of sins. But in those
sacrifices there is a remembrance again made
of sins every year. For it is not possible that
the blood of bulls and goats should take away
sins. Wherefore when he (Messiah) cometh
into the world, he saith,
`Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou opened: burnt
offering and sin offering hast thou not
required. Then said I, Lo, I come: in the
volume of the book it is written of me,
I delight to do thy will, 0 my God:
yea, thy law is within my heart,' (Psalm
40:6-8).
. . . He taketh away the first, that he may
establish the second; By the which will we
are sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ (Yeshua Hamashiach)
(Hebrews 10:1-10)
once for all."

In His sacrifice there is such a great divine
power that he who believes is born anew.
With the power of the Holy Spirit of the
Messiah in the heart, one is able to bring to
pass this teaching in the practical life. "For
the law (of Moses) made nothing perfect,
but the bringing in of a better hope did, by
which we draw near unto God" (Hebrews
7:19).
Do you believe the writings of Moses and
the prophets? Then you ought also to believe
in the New Testament, the Brit Hadasha, and
in the Lord Jesus, the Messiah, of whom
they did write. The Messiah and the New
Testament cannot be separated. Learn the
truth for yourself as you read with open
heart and mind, the greatest treasure on
earth, the New Testament.
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A Doctor Discovers What It Means To Be A Jew
By Irving Wiesner, M.D.
I AM A JEWISH doctor presently serving Christian friends whose lives demonstrated
in the United States Navy at Guantanamo a peace and assurance that I so fervently deBay, Cuba. I was raised in an Orthodox sired.
home and attended Hebrew School from an
I began to read the New Testament and
early age. I was taught the rules of kashruth discovered the wonderful truth and wisdom
and the other laws and customs of our peo- of Christ's teachings. His wisdom was undeple. At my Bar Mitzvah service I was able to niable; and I knew that He spoke the truth.
chant the Musa/ prayers, and I took pride As a Jew I had been taught to shun Christ
in my knowledge of the songs and blessings and have nothing to do with Christianity.
of the service.
However, the Christ I read of in the Gospels
I never really thought too much about my was nothing like the Christ Who had been
personal relation to God except in very vague described to me, therefore I was confused.
terms, and I conformed to many of the pracI was amazed to discover that I could actices of Judaism just to please my parents.
cept Christ without denying my Jewish idenIn high school and college I rejected God tity. Not only that, but by accepting Him as
and the Bible partly as a rebellion against my the One He said He was, I became a "comparents and partly in favor of a philosophical pleted Jew" and affirmed myself as one of
and scientific explanation of life that more God's chosen people. Many questions arose
such as: What would my parents and relatives
suited my purposes.
My greatest goal was to become a doctor say? How would this affect any future marand thus achieve the social status and finan- riage plans and the raising of children? Where
cial security that I thought would be the an- would I fit as a Hebrew Christian?
I was greatly encouraged as I attended a
swer to all my problems. I did very well in
high school, graduating as valedictorian of Hebrew Christian congregation in Philadelmy class. In college I was honored with a phia where I met enthusiastic Jews who also
Phi Beta Kappa key and was well on the way believed as I did. Through fellowship with
them and seeing their joy, I was reassured
to achieving my goals.
that what I had discovered was true—Christ
In spite of my scholastic success, I felt in- is the Messiah of the Jews as well as the
secure and frightened. I asked myself ques- Gentiles.
tions which I couldn't answer: "Who was I?"
The many questions that had so disturbed
"What was the purpose of life?" "What did
me
were all answered by faith in Christ as
it mean to be a Jew?" "Why was there sufmy
Messiah.
I knew who I was and that my
fering?" "What was the answer to the conpurpose
was
to
turn to God and look to Him
fused standards of the world,' the so-called
for
love
and
guidance.
To know that the
accepted criteria of success?"
Bible was really true was a wonderful comDuring this time I read many books of fort.
philosophy, psychiatry, and religion and
I have true peace and perfect assurance
talked with many friends and religious lead- that through Christ I will "dwell in the house
ers. I thank God that I was drawn to some of the Lord forever."
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